
  

 
Ir Dr. Wallace Lai delivered a talk in the Workshop on “Non-destructive Damage 

Assessment and Environmental Measurement Methods” in Germany 
 

On 11-17 June 2015, a group of 22 engineers from different parts of the world attended a 
workshop on non-destructive damage assessment and environmental measurement methods 
in Berlin. Organized by the Federal Institute of Materials Research and Testing (BAM) and co-
organized by Ir Dr Wallace W.L. Lai of LSGI, this is the third year that the workshop has been 
held. Participants were an international group, with nationalities including Germany, Japan, 
Brazil, Luxemburg, Sweden, Romania, mainland China and Hong Kong. A range of technologies 
for nondestructive testing in civil engineering (NDT-CE) was taught, from classical NDT, concept 
of validation, principles and hands-on practice of ground penetrating radar, to ultrasonics, 
thermography, laser-induced spectroscopy, geophysical methods, pile testing, electrochemistry 
of corrosion process, to NDT data fusion, etc. They also visited a test site in Horstwalde (a forest 
50km away from Berlin), where they observed a few practical site work demonstrations and 
enjoyed a German-style BBQ lunch. The workshop turned out to be very successful and highly 
rated by the participants. The next workshop will be held on 21-27 July 2016. 

On 26 June, Dr. Lai delivered a talk in the department 8 ‘Nondestructive testing (NDT)’, with 
title ‘Nondestructive mapping of the urban underground: an experience sharing in Hong Kong’. 
Dr. Lai introduces the very unique role of NDT in the congested underground in Asia, and also 
the role played by FCE on the city’s sustainable development, not only visible above-ground  
structures but also underground invisible yet mysterious world.  

The Federal Institute of Materials Research and Testing (BAM) in Berlin is made up of 11 
departments, 53 divisions and nearly 1700 staff. One of which (Department 8.2) specializes in 
non-destructive damage assessment and environmental measurement methods. 

 


