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Abstract
The explosive growth of location-based social media during the past five years has merged the stream of
geographic information with the big data deluge. The convergence of big data with geographic
information in general and location-based social media in particular has profound implications for
GIScience and cartographic research. This talk presents an overview of the opportunities and challenges
of this new trend for GIScience and cartographic research & education. The take-home message is that
big data and location-based social media are disruptive for conventional GIScience and cartographic
research & education. We need to rethink the new meanings of GIScience and cartography/maps in order
to move the two fields forward to new productive directions in the next 5-10 years.
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